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A pragmatic look: contents

� short introduction
� real life YAML use

� client-server data interchange; ERP-project;

� generating Approximity website

� Syck (YAML + fast)

� outlook

� schema

� rpc/soap/...
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introduction

� YAML specification for storing objects in plain
text

� readable, friendly language for storing lists,
dictionaries, text, numerics and more

� cross-language specification (PHP, OCaml,
Python, Ruby)

� typical use

� Config files

� Data-driven programming

� Logging and reporting
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� Interoperable serialization (Perl, Python,
Java)

� Machine parsable

� Human readable

� Why the Lucky Stiff (Yaml.rb, Syck), Brian
Ingerson (YAML.pm), Neil Watkiss (libyaml)

� in Ruby 1.8 as extension module

� no XML replacement (Ruby 1.8: XML support)
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marshalling

� � � ��

� � �� �
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YAML in 4 minutes
� � � ���

� Maps, sequences, multi-line scalars (string,
integer, float, time, ..)

� YAML is maps, sequences, and scalars

� Map = Hash

� Seq = Array

� Scalars = String, Integer, Float, Time, NilClass
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the dash - arrays

� the dash; sequences; sequences are in YAML
Ruby arrays

� � �� � �� �
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the colon - hashes
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Example (readable!)
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Motivation: Server-Client project

� car-industry ERP project: Smalltalk :-) and Java
:-( compatability wanted

� YAML-client solution shorter and cleaner than
XML

� Speed no issue, as db bottleneck

� Two commands to heaven:

� � � � 
 �� �

� �� �� � � � � � �
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meaningless statistic: LOC

method client server total

YAML 35 54 89

XML 57 94 149

YAML/XML 61% 57% 59%

Email me if you want the source code
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Generating our website

� consistent look, recycle parts, etc.
� for HTML-dummies like Armin
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Email Stefan Schmiedl (� 	 � � � � �� �� � � 
 � 	 �� ) for the
source-code.



Life is too short .. 14

Future

Fresh from the wiki ...
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YAML=simplicity

� simplicity, not speed, though Syck is impressive

� good productive tool


